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Restriction of Hazardous Substances (RoHS)
	In 2003 the European Commission adopted the Restriction of Hazardous Substances (RoHS) Act, with application to electrical and electronic equipment put on the market as of July 1, 2006. The RoHS directive is an enforceable law in each EU member state.  The legislation bans the use of six substances in many types of materials; four heavy metals and two brominated flame retardants:

1.

Lead (including solder)
2.

Mercury

3.

Cadmium

4.

Hexavalent Chromium

5.

Polybrominated biphenyls (PBB)

6.

Polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDE)


PBB and PBDE are flame retardants used in some plastics.  The maximum permitted concentrations by weight of the substance is <0.1% or 1000 ppm (except for cadmium, which is <0.01% or 100 ppm).  In other words, the weight of the finished product or a component is meaningless in the calculation, and only the weight of a restricted substance is applicable.  Further, medical devices and monitoring and control instruments (such as the i-LAB® spectrometer) are exempt from the RoHS directive by product category 8 and 9 exclusions, respectively.  The reasoning behind the exclusions is that these products are made in small numbers and have a long product life.
[image: image1.wmf]However, as an environmentally responsible and “green” company, Microptix Technologies, LLC is committed to following the RoHS directive by manufacturing products that meet the requirements.  All materials and components used in the manufacture of the i-LAB spectrometer and related parts and adapters are RoHS certified.  This philosophy goes along with all Microptix products being certified with the CE (Certified European) mark; meeting health, safety, and environmental requirements.
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